LOVE IS A CIRCLE

Ross Lee Finney (1906-1997)
Poem: Robert Herrick (1571-1674)
TEXT

Love is a circle that doth restless move
In the same sweet eternity of love.
BACKGROUND AND PROGRAM NOTES

“Finney was born in Wells, Minnesota, north of 1-90 between Albert Lea and Blue
Earth. As a young man he studied at the University of Minnesota, then in the
1920's set sail for Paris as nearly every American composer did to study with
Nadia Boulanger. He returned to the States and became a formidable
composition teach in his own right, first at Smith College (1929-49), then at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor (1949-73), though he also served in WWII
and earned a Purple Heart after stepping on a German mine. As a composer,
Finney was famous for experimentation. He tried every technique from straightahead melody to the most ear-scratching atonality, and developed a particular
affection in the 1960's for emerging electronic instruments. Finney's Spherical
Madrigals (1947) takes its name from the circles, orbs, balls, and globes
mentioned in the 17th century texts he chose to set. “1
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Love is a Circle is the prelude to a
set of seven madrigals by Ross Lee
Finney. The unifying theme in this
collection is the use of 17th century
texts, each having to do with
something round such as a circle,
ball or sphere. This canon for
unaccompanied four voices appears
only on the cover of the collection,
and is drawn as a circle (figure 1).

Fig ure 1

ANALYSIS

Key: G major
Meter: 6/8
Form: Four voiced four-measure unaccompanied canon; each voice enters after
one measure.
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